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Project: 
Lewes Cliffe flood defence 
improvement works  
on The River Ouse 
 
Date: 
2009 
 
Client: 
The Environment Agency 
 
Architect: 
The Environment Agency 
 
Structural Engineer: 
The Environment Agency 
 
Main Contractor: 
Team Van Oord / Mackley 
Construction 
 
Readymix supplier: 
Hanson 
 

Project details: 
 
The River Ouse is located in West and East 
Sussex. It rises south of Crawley, passes 
through Lewes and the South Downs and 
joins the English Channel at Newhaven, East 
Sussex. 
Following extensive flooding of Lewes in 
2000, the Sussex Ouse Flood Management 
Strategy was published The Strategy 
considered Lewes to be comprised of several 
areas known as flood cells. One of these 
flood cells in Lewes is know as the Cliffe cell. 
The work included raising existing flood wall 
heights, building new walls and installing 
floodgates to a 1 in 100 year Standard of 
Protection (SoP). 
The new wall construction is a ‘Lytag® LWA 
concrete base with shear key and concrete 
flood wall’. A significant reduction of around 
25% in weight was achieved for the concrete 
with brickwork clad wall. 
The designers of the scheme ensured that 
the materials and design matched those 
previously used in the Cliffe conservation 
area. 
 


